LOVE GOD

<tupv TRUST CHRIST

SPIRITUAL OUTCOME DEFINED

Firmly believes that Jesus is the Son of God and that His death and
resurrection secures forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with God, “Either this man was, and
relying on Him as the Lord and leader of all of life. is, the Son of God, or

else a madman or

something worse.”
- C.S. Lewis

SPIRITUAL OUTCOME DESCRIBED

Because of the bold and profound claims Jesus made about His
identity as the Son of God, we must all make a decision about who He
is. British writer and theologian, C.S. Lewis, explains the implications
of this decision:

| am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I'm ready to
accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but | don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not
say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He
would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the
Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or
something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his
feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great
human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. - C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Lewis exposes the absurdity of claiming Jesus is just some “great moral teacher” because the things He said about
Himself would immediately discredit His teaching and ministry. When Jesus said He was God, He drew a line in the
sand- either you believe He is who He says He is and choose to follow Him, or you don’t and must admit that He was
crazy. If Jesus truly is Lord, this changes everything!

Jesus said, “/ am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). His
sacrifice on the cross was the payment for our sins that makes a relationship with God possible. By coming to Jesus
and resting in what He has done for us, we are restored to the loving relationship that He always intended, and
granted eternal life with Him. Salvation in Jesus is solely based on His work, not ours. There is nothing we could
possibly do to earn this wonderful gift because it is just that- a gift!

Trusting Christ is also much more than a one-time decision for salvation from sin and death, but an ongoing choice to
follow Jesus and allow Him to transform you inside and out. His death on the cross was not only sufficient for our
salvation, but for our growth as well. This growth does not come from merely believing facts about Jesus and
intellectually acknowledging who He is, but from knowing Him personally. This truth is central to Christianity and sets
us apart because it’s not based on a method or concept, but on a relationship with a real person who gave His life to
be with us! When we daily put our trust in Jesus and pursue a relationship with Him, we become more like Him, the
way God desires and designed us to be.

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted

and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness” (Colossians 2:6-7).
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EVIDENCE OF THIS SPIRITUAL OUTCOME IN A PERSON’S LIFE

- Believes Jesus is the Son of God, the only way to the Father and relies on Him alone for salvation.
« Accepts and lives in the forgiveness and freedom that God offers.
- Has experienced transformation in the way one thinks and lives as a result of trusting Christ.

« Seeks to follow Jesus in all areas of life.

GUIDANCE

Read each passage multiple times. Then write your observations about the passage and any thoughts you have
from the discernment question. What do you notice in the passage, and what does this reveal about your life?

I ROMANS 3:23-24
Observations:

Discernment Question: Do you feel like there is something separating you from your relationship with God? What is
it?

I COLOSSIANS 2:13-14
Observations:

Discernment Question: Do you feel like you owe something to God because of your sins? Why or why not?
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I JOHN 14:6
Observations:

Discernment Question: Do you trust that Jesus is the only way to have a relationship with God? Are there other
ways you are trying to access a relationship with God?

IROMANS 8:31-32
Observations:

Discernment Question: Is there someone or something getting in the way of your relationship with Christ? Do you
trust God on a daily basis? What does that look like?

I ROMANS 5:8
Observations:

Discernment Question: How do you feel knowing that God sent His only son to die for you, though you didn’t
deserve it?
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I PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11
Observations:

Discernment Question: “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is
Lord.” What does it mean to make Jesus the Lord of your life?

I JOHN 3:16
Observations:

Discernment Question: Do you believe that God sent His son Jesus to us? Why or why not?

I 1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-4
Observations:

Discernment Question: This passage claims that Jesus had victory over death, just as earlier scriptures had
prophesied. What significance does that have in you putting your trust in Him? Why is the resurrection part of
Jesus’ story necessary?
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I ISAIAH 53:4-6
Observations:

Discernment Question: This passage describes us all as having turned to our own way. Is there an area in your life
currently in which you need to trust Christ? What would that look like to trust Christ in this area?

I EPHESIANS 2:4-9
Observations:

Discernment Question: Do you ever find yourself trying to earn God's favor and gift of salvation? Why or why not?

I JOHN 20:24-30
Observations:

Discernment Question: Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins and had victory over death? If you
have, how have you seen Jesus show up in your life since trusting Him?
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MEMORIZE SCRIPTURE

NEXT STEPS

What are practical next steps you will do based on what John 14:6. NIV
you have discovered in this survey of Scripture on ’
Trusting Christ? Include insights offered from others in Jesus answered, “I am the way and
your group that could be applied in your own life as well. .

the truth and the life. No one comes to

the Father except through me.

Romans 5:8, NIV
God shows his love for us in that while

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission of
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.comThe “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the
United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc. Copyright ©2013 Gateway CommunityChurch
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LOVE GOD
TRUST CHRIST

READ

Adaptation of Robert Boyd Munger’s, “My Heart Christ’s Home”

In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, we find these words:

“That according to the riches of his glory [God] may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:16-17a). Or, as another has
translated, “That Christ may settle down and be at home in your hearts by faith.”

One of the most remarkable Christian doctrines is that Jesus Christ Himself, through the presence of the Holy Spirit,
will actually enter a heart, settle down and make Himself at home there. Christ will make the human heart His
permanent residence.

Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him.” (John 14:23). They had a hard time understanding this. How was it
possible for Him to make his home with them in this sense?

It's interesting that Jesus is repeating a theme that He spoke of with them earlier: “ | go to prepare a place for
you...that where | am you may be also “ (John 14:2b-3). Jesus was promising his disciples that, just as He was going
to heaven to prepare a place for them and would welcome them one day, now it would be possible for them to
prepare a place for Him in their hearts and He would come and make His home with them.

The disciples couldn’t understand this. How could this be?

Then came Pentecost. The Spirit of the living Christ was given to the church and then, they understood. God didn’t
dwell in Herod’s temple in Jerusalem! God didn’t dwell in a temple made with hands; rather now, through the miracle
of the out-poured Spirit, God would dwell in human hearts. The body of the believer would be the temple of the living
God and the human heart would be the home of Jesus Christ Himself.

One evening | invited Jesus into my heart. Boy, did He make an entrance! It was not a spectacular, emotional thing,
but very real. He came into the darkness of my heart and turned on the light. He built a fire in the cold fireplace and
banished the chill. He put on some music where there had been stillness, and He filled the emptiness with His own
loving, wonderful presence.

This, of course, is the first step in making the heart Christ’s home. He has said, “ Here | am! | stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and they with me .
(Revelation 3:20). If you’re interested in making your life a residence of the living God, let me encourage you to invite
Christ into your heart and He will surely come.

After Christ entered my heart and in the joy of this new relationship | said to Him, “Lord, | want this heart of mine to
be Yours. | want You to settle down and be perfectly at home here. Everything | have belongs to You. Mi casa es su
casa. Let me give you a tour and show you all the cool features of the home.” He was excited to come in, of course,
and glad to be given a place in my heart.
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THE OFFICE

The first room to show Him was the study. We’ll call it the office of the mind. Now in my home, this room of the mind
is a very small room with very thick walls. But it's an important room. It’s like, the control room of the house.

He walked in with me and looked around at the books in the bookcase, my laptop on my desk, the magazines on the
table, the pictures on the walls. As | followed His gaze | began to squirm. Strangely enough, | hadn’t felt bad about
this before, but now that. He was there looking at these things, | was embarrassed. There were some books there
that | knew at that moment did not fit with my new life in Jesus. There was a lot of trash on my computer and images
on the TV that were not honoring to God or others.

I turned to Him and said, “Lord, | know that this room needs a radical renovation. Will You help me make it what you
desire it to be? - to bring every thought captive to you?” “Absolutely!” He said. “I'm happy to help you. First of all, take
all the things that you are reading and looking at which are not helpful, upright, good and true, and throw them out.
Now put on the empty shelves the books of the Bible. Fill the room with my words and meditate on them day and
night. As for the pictures on the walls, you will have difficulty controlling these images, but here’s something that will
help.” He gave me a full-size portrait of Himself. “Hang this in the center of the room,” He said, “on the wall of the
mind that you might remember me and that | have come to free you from these thoughts and replace them with what
is good and true.” | did just that, and | have discovered through the years that when my thoughts are centered upon
Christ Himself, His presence and power cause impure thoughts to retreat. So He has helped me to take my thoughts
captive for Him.

May | suggest that if you have difficulty with this little room of the mind, bring Christ in there. Pack it full with the Word
of God, meditate upon it and imagine Jesus’ constant presence there.

(Romans 12:2)

THE KITCHEN

From the office, we went into the kitchen, the room of appetites and desires. This was a very large room. | spent a lot
of time in the kitchen and worked hard to keep it stocked with all my cravings. | said to Him, “This is a favorite room.
I’'m sure You'll love what | serve here.”

He sat down at the kitchen table with me and asked, “So, what’s on the menu for dinner?” “Well,” | said, “my favorite
dishes: money, academic degrees, Netflix shows, sports teams, and several of my social media platforms.” These
were the things | thought were feeding my soul - stuff that made me feel good about myself or when | didn’t, could
make me forget about myself. When the food was placed before Him, He said nothing about it. However, | noticed
that He didn’t eat it. | said to Him, somewhat offended, “Lord, don’t You like the food? What’s the matter?”

He answered, “I don’t think you understand. | have much better food to eat than you could imagine. And it is much
more rich and satisfying than what you have here. Remember, | came that you might have life, and have it in
abundance. You could settle for this food, but | offer you a feast fit for a King! Seek Me and my Kingdom and that
food will satisfy you like nothing ever will. And your cravings and desires for this other food will diminish the more
you feast on the delights of the Kingdom. Taste and see for yourself!” And there at the table, He held up a spoon and
gave me a taste of valuing the things God values. Mmm! What flavor! I'd never tasted anything so delicious and so
filling. There’s no food in the world like it. It alone satisfies. It made everything | had set before him look and smell
spoiled. My taste buds had completely changed and | knew | would never taste things the same again.

Now if Christ is in your heart, what kind of food are you serving Him and what kind of food are you eating yourself?
Are you living for the desires that belong to the old self? Or are you choosing God’s desire for your food and drink?

(1John 2:15-17)
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THE LIVING ROOM

After finishing dinner, | took Him to the living room. This room was cozy and comfortable. | liked it. It had a fireplace,
overstuffed chairs, a sofa, and a quiet atmosphere. He also seemed pleased with it. He said, “This is a nice room.
Let’s hang out here often. It is secluded and quiet, so we can have some good conversations here.” Well, naturally as
a young Christian | was ecstatic. | couldn’t think of anything | would rather do than spend time hanging out with
Jesus.

He promised, “I'll be here every morning. Meet me here, and we’ll start the day together.” So, morning after morning,
| would come downstairs to the living room and see Him there, waiting. He would take the Bible from the bookcase
and we would read together. As He read, the words came alive because | had the Living Word right in front of me. |
was encouraged, challenged, convicted and inspired. Each day | grew to know Jesus better and | found myself
wanting to be more like Him. | would go throughout my days thinking about Him and imitating Him in my thoughts
and interactions with others. Over time, | discovered how much knowing Jesus helped me to truly know myself and
who He created me to be. These hours together were the best hours of my day.

But, little by little, as my responsibilities and the pace of life increased, this time grew shorter. | don’t know why, but |
thought | was just too busy to spend time with Christ. This wasn’t intentional, you know; it just kind of happened.
Finally, not only was the time shortened, but | began to miss a day now and then. There were people to see and
places to go, work emergencies to deal with. | was needed elsewhere. So, | would miss this time together two days
in a row and often more.

| remember one morning when | was in a hurry, rushing downstairs, anxious to get out the door, | passed the living
room. Out of the corner of my eye, | saw Him, sitting by the fireplace. Suddenly in dismay, | thought to myself, “He
was my guest. | invited Him into my heart! He came as Lord of my home. And here | am neglecting Him as if we were
merely roommates.” | turned and went in. With a downcast glance, | said, “Oh, Lord, forgive me. Have You been here
every morning?” “Yes,” He said, “l told you | would be here every morning to meet with you.” Then | was cut to the
heart. He had been faithful in spite of my faithlessness. | asked His forgiveness and He readily forgave me as He has
promised to do when we humbly turn to Him.

He said, “The problem is this: you have been thinking of our time together as something to check off your list, but
you have forgotten that this time is about being together and growing in intimacy. | am not a task to be
accomplished. I'm a real person with real feelings. Remember, | love you. | have redeemed you at great cost and |
deeply value our relationship.”

You know, the truth that Christ desires my companionship, that He loves me, wants me to be with Him, wants to be
with me and waits for me, has done more to transform my time with God than any other single fact. Don’t let Christ
wait alone in the living room of your heart, but every day make some time when you may be together with Him.

(Psalm 119:105, John 17:3)
THE WORKROOM

Before long, He asked, “Do you have a workroom in your home? Let me see what you’ve been up to with your time
and talents I've given you.”

Down in the basement of the home of my heart, | had a workbench and some equipment, but | was not doing much
with it. Once in a while, | would play around with a few little gadgets, but | wasn’t producing anything substantial or
fruitful.

I led Him down there. He looked over the workbench and said, “This is well furnished. You’ve got some good stuff in
here to work with. How are you using these things to live out who I've designed you to be?” He looked at one or two
little projects that | had thrown together on the bench and held one up to me. | said, “Lord, that is the best | can do. |
know it isn’t much, and | really want to do more, but after all, | have no skill or strength to do more.”

“Would you like to do greater things than these?” He asked. “Certainly,” | replied. “All right. Let me have your hands.

Now relax and let my Spirit work through you. | know that you feel unskilled, clumsy and awkward, but the Holy Spirit
is the Master-Worker, and if you let Him, He’ll control your hands and your heart, He will work amazing things through
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you. You just need to ask and be available for Him to work.” And so, putting His great, strong hands over mine,
controlling the tools with His skilled, creative fingers, He began to work through me. Joy welled up in me as | saw
what we created together. It felt natural and organic to be working with Jesus- like this is exactly what | was made to
do. There’s much more that | need to learn and ways | need to grow, but | do know that whatever has been produced
for God has been through His strong hand and through the power of His Spirit in me. And His work is beautiful and
never goes to waste. Give your talents and gifts to God and He will do things with them that will surprise you.

(Ephesians 2:10)

THE REC ROOM

| remember the time He asked me about the rec room. | was hoping He wouldn’t ask about that. There were certain
associations and friendships, activities and amusements that | wanted to keep for myself. | didn’t think Christ would
enjoy them or approve of them, so | avoided the question.

But there came an evening when | was on my way out with some of my friends, and as | was about to cross the
threshold, He stopped me with a glance and asked, “Are you going out?” | replied, “Yes.” “Good,” He said, “I'll come
with you.” “Oh,” | answered rather awkwardly, drawing circles on the floor with my toe. “I don’t think, Lord Jesus, that
You would really want to go with us. You’d probably get bored. Let’s go out tomorrow night. | bet we could find a
prayer meeting to check out, but tonight | have other plans.” He said. “Oh, | thought that when | came into your
home, we were going to do everything together, to be close friends. | just want you to know that | am not only willing,
but | want to go with you.”

“Well,” | deflected, “we’ll go someplace together tomorrow night, | promise.”

That evening | had a miserable time. | felt awful. What kind of a friend was | to Jesus when | was deliberately leaving
Him out of my social spheres, doing things and going places that | knew very well He would not enjoy? When |
returned that evening, | saw his light on in His room, so | went up to talk it over with Him. | said, “Lord, I've learned my
lesson. | can’t have a good time without You. From now on we will do everything together.”

Then we went down to the rec room of the house and He transformed it. He brought into it real life, real joy, real
happiness, real satisfaction, real friends, real excitement, and real fun! Laughter and music have been ringing through
the house ever since. How could | forget that this Jesus, who turned water into wine, knows how to throw a good
party?!

(1 Corinthians 10:31)

THE HALL CLOSET

There is just one more room that | need to tell you about.

One day | found Him waiting for me at the front door. A perplexed look was in His eye. As | entered, He sniffed the
air, “Do you smell that? There is a strange odor in the house. Smells like something died around here. It's upstairs. |
think it is in the hall closet.”

As soon as He said this, | knew what He was talking about. Yes, there was a small closet up there on the landing, just
a few square feet, and in that closet, behind lock and key, | had two or three little personal things that | didn’t want
anyone to know about and certainly didn’t want Jesus to see. | knew they were dead and rotting things left over from
my old life. And yet I loved them, and | couldn’t bring myself to part with them, so | was afraid to admit they were
there.
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Reluctantly, | went up with Him, and as we climbed the stairs the odor became stronger and stronger. He pointed at
the door. “It’s in there. Something dead.” | was angry. That’s the only way | can put it. | had given Him access to the
library, the dining room, the living room, the workroom, the rec room, and now He was asking me about a little
two-by-four closet. | thought to myself, “This is too much. I've already given him access to everything else. | am not
going to give Him the key.” “Well,” He said, reading my thoughts, “It doesn’t belong here anymore now that I’'m your
guest. | came to make this place new, right? This thing belongs to your old heart. | died that you might be free of this.
If you don’t let go of this stuff, it’s just going to create distance between us and eventually stink up the whole house.
This stuff has got to go!”

Then | saw Him start down the stairs. When you have come to know and love Christ, the worst thing that can happen
is to sense His fellowship retreating from you. | had to surrender. “I'll give You the key,” | yelled out, “but You’ll have to
open the closet and clean it out. | don’t have the strength to do it.” He turned his head, “I know. | know you don't.

That’s what I’'m here for. All you have to do is give me the key. Just authorize me to take care of that closet and | will.”

So, with trembling fingers, | dropped the key in His hand. He walked over to the door, opened it, entered it, took out
all the putrefying stuff that was rotting there, and threw it away. Then He cleaned the closet from top to bottom,
painted it, and fixed it up. | can’t tell you what a relief it was to have those dead things out of my life! It was like a
weight lifted from my heart and | was freer than | thought was possible.

(Sometimes those dead things attempt to creep back into that closet, but I've learned that | need to keep passing that
key over to Jesus and He'll take care of it, every time.)

(Galatians 5:16, 1 John 1:9)

TRANSFERRING THE TITLE

Then a thought popped into my head. | said to myself, “| have been trying to keep this heart of mine clean for Christ. |
start in one room and no sooner have | cleaned that then another room is dirty. | begin on the second room and the
first room becomes dusty again. I'm so tired and weary of trying to maintain a clean heart and an obedient life. I'm
just so over it!” So, | ventured a question: “Lord, is there any chance that You would take over the responsibility of the
whole house and operate it for me and with me just as You did that closet? Would You take the responsibility to keep
my heart and life the way you want it to be?” | could see His face light up as He replied, “Absolutely, that is what |
came to do. You can’t manage this place on your own strength, nor are you meant to. Let me do it through you and
for you. But,” He added, “I'm not the owner of this house. I'm just a guest. | don’t have the authority to proceed since
the property isn’t mine.”

Dropping to my knees, | said, “Lord, You have been a guest and | have been the host. From now on, you’re going to
be the Owner and Master and Lord of it all.” Running as fast as | could to the lock box, | took out the deed to the
house describing its assets and liabilities, location, situation, and condition. | eagerly signed it over to belong to Him
alone for time and eternity.

“Here,” | said. “Here it is! Here is everything. All that | am and have forever is yours. Now You run the house. I'll
remain with You as a servant and friend.” He took the deed to my life that day and | give you my word, my heart is
infinitely better in the hands of its Maker. Don’t get me wrong, it’s not perfect, but it is a work in progress. And it is a
beautiful one!

May Christ settle down and be at home in your heart as Lord of all!

(Galatians 2:20)
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

1. The first step in making Christ at home in your heart is to invite Him in. Jesus, in Revelation 3:20 says, “Here | am! |
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person,
and they with me.” Have you opened the front door to let Him in? If not, what is holding you back?

2. If you have invited Jesus in, how are you becoming more of who God made you to be with Him there? How are
your delights and desires shifting?

3. Imagine yourself walking through these different rooms with Jesus. Which rooms have you yet to give Him access?
What about those places makes it difficult to let Jesus in?

4. Are there any additional rooms that are in the home of your heart? What are they and how are you experiencing
Christ in them?

5. Do you spend time regularly with Jesus? What differences do you notice in yourself in times when you do versus
times when you don’t?
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6. If Jesus sat down for a meal in your kitchen, what are the things you would try to serve Him? Does it reflect the
abundant life that Jesus promises us when we come to Him for our sustenance? If it doesn’t, what is Jesus offering to
replace it with?

7. What closets exist in your heart that you are hesitant to show Jesus and let Him clean? What step do you need to
take to let Him do His work there?

8. What do you think about Jesus wanting to go wherever you go? How are you aware of His presence in your social
activities? Does this awareness change how you spend your time and how you act?

9. What are you creating in the workroom of your heart? Is there something more Jesus wants to do through you?
What holds you back from fully opening your hands to allow the Spirit to do new things?

10. Is Jesus a guest, roommate or the owner of your heart? What does it look like to have Jesus reside in your heart
as the Creator, Lord, and Owner of your life?

Adaptation of Robert Boyd Munger’s, “My Heart Christ’'s Home”
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LOVE GOD
TRUST CHRIST

APPLY

Read the following prayer out loud:

Dear Heavenly Father, | confess that | am a sinner and that | cannot save myself. | believe that Jesus died on the
cross for my sins and rose again that | might have new life. By faith, | now choose to trust you, Jesus, as my Lord and
Savior. Help me to turn from my old life of sin and walk in the truth and freedom You have purchased for me through

Your sacrifice. | give my life to You and ask that you would lead me in everything | say and do.
May my life forever be an offering of worship to You.
In Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.

Would you consider this prayer a declaration from something you already believe or something new, perhaps this is
the first time you have seen such a prayer to God? Does this prayer bring up any new thoughts or emotions you
haven't experienced before?

Perhaps the prayer doesn’t sit right with you for some reason. If so, why is that?

MY FAITH STORY

A faith story is simply what it sounds like, the story of when you came to faith or where you are at in your faith/trust in
Christ. Use the following questions to help guide you in shaping your faith story.

My life before trusting Christ ...
When or where did you first remember hearing about Jesus or were serious about learning more about Him?

What kind of a lifestyle were you living before knowing or trusting Christ? (worldview, relationships, interests,
addictions or unhealthy habits.)

The moment or series of moments that lead me to trust Christ...
When did “trusting Christ” become a reality for you? When did you believe Jesus is who He said He was? Do you still
believe that?
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Who helped in explaining the good news of Jesus to you?

What does the phrase “I believe in Jesus” mean to you?

My life after trusting Christ...

How did your lifestyle change after trusting Christ? (worldview, relationships, interests, addictions or unhealthy
habits.)

What does it look like in your life currently for you to trust Christ on a daily basis and not just the one-time decision?

In what areas are you still hesitant or find it difficult to trust Christ? (relationships, finances, addiction, work)

A faith story can help build others up and encourage them, letting them know where you have come from and how
you have grown. In 3 minutes, share your faith story with someone else in the life group.
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What Next?
We see in scripture that after people believed in Jesus and trusted Him, they were baptized.

But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. -Acts 8:12

Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by
the great signs and miracles he saw. -Acts 8:13

We get baptized because...
Jesus was baptized. So, we follow His example.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter

him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it

be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. As

soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a

voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him | am well pleased.” -Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus told us to get baptized. The very last thing Jesus told his disciples was to go out, tell others about Him and
baptize them. These people then did the same as did the people after that. Because of their obedience in this great
mission, we have the privilege of hearing about Jesus and receiving His baptism today!

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.” - Matthew 28:19-20

What is baptism?
- Baptism celebrates the beginning of our faith journey. It is a public declaration that we have given our life to Jesus
and choose to follow Him.
- Baptism is a symbol, an outward expression of the inward spiritual change that has taken place. In it, we identify
with Jesus in His death and resurrection, demonstrating that we have died to our sin and have been raised to new
life.

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his

death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with

him in a resurrection like his. Romans 6:3-5

- Baptism demonstrates our entrance into a new family. As we publicly identify with Christ in our baptism, we
acknowledge that we are now a part of, and belong to, the family of God.

- Baptism does not save us. Remember, baptism is something we do as a response to following Christ.

- Baptism does not wash away our sin. As a symbol, it represents something that has already taken place in the
heart. Therefore, we only need to be baptized once, just as Jesus was baptized once.

Have you been baptized? What did that experience mean to you?

If you haven’t been baptized, is that something you are interested in? What questions do you still have?

**If you know Baptism is your next step, talk to your leader about how to get baptized **
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